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Harnesses
and scissors
The debate over whether scissor lift operators
should wear harnesses begins to heat up ...

l f  lor ato accLct0rned t0 l00hlr0 at Ihp 0rq ptctJ'e in v0ur bLSine5s,

ls0Tet i " les  !0u  cdn 0 !er l00k  $ l "a t  mav sepm l rhe  d  mere  de ld i l  A
I  g0od exdmple  r \  lhe  rssJe  0 f  fd . resses . i t sd  derar l  t0p ic thd tsd{e ty
specralists can talk about f0r h0urs (afld h0urs), but it mefits your attenti0n
just as much as interest iates 0r y0uf bankinq arrangements.

Put simply, there is a keen debate ongoing about whether operators ot
sciss0r l i fts should wear restraint harnesses. A large number of training
spec ia l rs ts ,  inc l !d ing  AWPT,  the  US t ra in ing  drm 0 f  the  ln te rna t i0na l
P0wefed Access  Feder i t i0n  ( IPAF) ,  th ink  they  are  unnecessary  and may
actually increase the risks 0i havi0g an accidenl.

As  we repor t  ia  th is  i ssue (see page 2 l ) ,  many argue thd t  harnesses
incfease the tf ipping risk in a scissor and ledd to a false sense oi security
(0perat0rs leaning 0uf 0ver guaidfails, etc.). In additi0n, they dre aciually
not fequired !nder ANSl/SlA. CSA or oSHA regulaiions. AWPT s T0ny Groat
puts this case powerluliy in our afticle.

That  miqh t  be  the  end 01  i t  i f  i t  were  no t  f0 r  the  lac t  tha t  there  is
n0  c0nsensus  am0nq the  manu lac t ! re rs  ab0ut  whether  harnesses  are
needed in  sc issors .  J lo  says  hdrnesses  sho i r ld  be  wofn  a t  a l l  t imes in
a l l  c i rcumstances ,  and the  issue has  bec0me s0  t ied  up  in  leqa i  l iab i l i t y
issues that Genie was lnable i0 get an official fesponse t0 us in time ior
publication.

In an interview with /lH j!st a week aiter his appoiniment, JLG s new
President C[aig Payl0r pf0bably sp0ke for many when he expressed the
stfaighti0rward view, "Why w0uldn t you wear a harness in a sciss0r?

In fact, this ambivalence am0ng the manulacturers has led AWPT t0 ad0pt
slightly different advice in N0rth America than its parent IPAF is givinq in
the rest 0f the w0rld. IPAF says n0 harnesses need i0 be !sed when w0fking
In  scrssors ;  AWPT,  on  the  0 ther  hand,  says  harnesses  are  no t  no fmdl ly
requrred, but adds that y0! sh0uld l0ll0w the manufacturers guidelines.

I t  i s  wof th  n0 t ing  tha t  there  is  n0  such uncer ta in ty  w i th  boom- type
platforms, $/here the obvr0us catapult effect" means that everyb0dy sees
the need to wear a harness.

S0, i i  you dOn t know already, maybe it is l ime t0 i ind out what youf own
siaif afe d0ing dnd what they are rec0mmendinq t0 y0ur customers. t 's a
detail that might have quite important c0nsequences.
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Tie-off or not?
Should operators use a harness and lanyard

whcn working in a scissor lift? lt seems that

manufacturers, rental yards and tralning specialists

are divided on the issue. ALH reports

. l

?hoce in the industr! miql.t t 'r inh it would

I be edsy for everv0qe l0 dgree 0r lrhethpr
I d cflssor operdt0r should \rvpar a harness.

Unfortunately, the issue is n0t thdt simple.
The appropriate 0SHA regulati0ns fof scissors

(wh ich  are  ac tua l l y  con td ined in  ihe  Subpar t
I  Sca l io ld  sec t ion  0 f  regu ld i i0n  1926.451 (g ) )
require that w0rkers raised above 10 feet have
t0 be pr0tected by a restraint system, fall arrest
sys tem 0r  guardra i l .  Ty ing  o f f  i s  n0 t  requ i red
where there are guardrails as on a sciss0f l i ft.

Similarly, the ANSI standafd that covers scissor
lifts - A92.6-1999 - does not require the use 0f a
fd rnesq becaJSe the  p . imdry  fa l l  p ro leL l i0 l  i \
the midrail and guardrail.

H 0 ! r P v e r .  i r  0 r a c l i ' e  5 9 r n p  i n 3 ; O t
manu iac ture fs  and ren ta l  c0mpan ies  -  JLG
I n d u s t r i e s  d n d  S u n b e l t  R e n t a l s  b e i n g  t h e
tw0 most  p fomine0t  -  d0  iequ j re  ihe  use  0 i
harnesses in sciss0rs. 0thers meanwhile, think
there should be a cdse by case approach, with a
rrsk assessmeni tdher be'0re makl' lg a decisi0n.

It is a debaie that has recently been in l0cus
because the  ln te fnd t i0na l  P0wered Access
Federa t ion  (PAF)  has  launched a  w0r ldwide
campdign  to  encourage the  use  o f  harnesses
in b00n lypp platforms. Is recomnrpndatror r.r
[urope and most 0f the world, howevef, is that
ha fnesses  a fe  no t  requ i red  when 0pera t ing  a
scissof l i ft.

H0wevef ,  IPAF s  IJS subs id ia ry ,  AWPT,  i s
pr0v id ing  s l igh t ly  d i f fe ren t  adv ice  f0 f  the  US.
I ts  fec0mmendat ion  f0 r  boom type p la t l0 rms
is the same and is widely supported. 8ut for
sciss0r l i i ts alter saying thdt "it is not n0rmally
necessafy' t0 wear a harness, it adds the caveat
"except  when the  manufac turer  rec0mmef lds
the use 0f,0r requires the use 0f, pers0nal fall
piotection equipment.

Th is  qua l i l i ca t ion  t0  i t s  US adv ice  f0 l l0ws
inev i iab ly  f r0m the  d i l fe fen t  p0s i t i0ns  taken
i r  t i e  m a t t e r  b y  I ' l o r t f  A m e r i c d r  d e r , d l
manulaclufers.

F i rs t  01  a l l ,  le t  s  rehearse  the  arguments
dgairsi !tedring d hdrness in d scrss0' l i{t S0ll le
suqgest  tha t  the  use  0 f  a  harness  and lanyard
0n a  sc issor  can ac tua l l y  Inc rease the  l i sk  0 f
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Skyiack lrainiu ond.r w.y. Th€ maflladu.€r
recommends not raaaing i hi no$ rhen operalinq
a scisior.

Would it hay€ bee[ a good racommendalion
lying olt ql tldi m.driN? Pict0re $Dplied
bv llidnest A€rialr.

an accident. There are sevefal elements t0 this
argument:
I A harness plesents a talse sense ol secufity,

especially fof untrained users;
I  l t  ' nh ib i ts  maneuverab i i i t y  and mob i l i t y  0 l

0cc!pants,
I  When more  than one wo iker  i s  on  the

platf0rm, lanyards cdn be tangled 0r cause
tripping hazafds;

I  The lack  o f  m0b i l i t y  0n  the  p la l fo fm cdn
res t f i c t  the  0pefa t0r  i r0m see ing  a l l  p0 in ts
around the platlorm when driving.

The AWPT's Membefship Devel0pment Direct0r
T0ny  Groat  says  f i rs t  and f0 rem0st ,  a  r i sk
assessment should be taken before the use 0f a
hafness and lanyard system.

"1  w i l l  beq in  w i th  the  p0s i t i0n  tha t  the  use
0 l  l .d r res5  drd  id rydrds  beqdn l0  mr t rqa tp  t lp
risk 0n b00m type lifts fr0m the risk ol catapuli
elfect 0n 0pefat0fs," says 0roat. "This risk does
n0t exist !,,/ i th scissor l i i ts." He says there are
exceptions l0r use 0f a harress and lanyard 0n
d b00q l i f l .  rJc l  a5  $her  wofk i rq  ove-  water .
blt believes i hafness should not be used 0n a
scissof type l i l t.

"As a standafd for 0peration, would say that
lwould l ikely n0t endorse the use 01 a hdrness
and lanydrd 0n a sciss0r type l i i t, says Groat.

The fact that manufactureis have anch0rage
points 0n m0st aerial l i l ts, includinq sciss0r l i fts.
despite that fact that some d0 not require their
L \e  01  sc ;ss0r  l r f t s .  speafc  t0  I fp  rqqLe 01  Sr te
specil ic needs. 'As a fisk assessment here are
some p0tential issues: The size 0f a platf0fm f0f
a  sc iss0r  l i f t  can  be  except iona l l y  ld rqer  than
ihai of a b00m type li l t," he says. "lf you have a
large platfOim n0rmally a higher capacity, there

Snorkel stat€s thc drly tim. a harneJi is rrsllred
oo n 5aliior ii rhrn a garliqiar site ,e$i €3 it or
lf there ar. sgecific loc.l re$rlalions.

are  tw0 0r  more  ind iv idua ls  0pefa t ing  0 f f  th is
platt0rm and they have 0n these long lanyafds
tha t  a re  c f0ss ing  0ne an0the f .  ITh is  p fesents l
a  t r ipp ing  0r  tang l ing  hazard  0r  they  become
restficted and cann0t m0ve.otherwise theV wil l
have a short lanyard that wil l restrict m0vement
and the use ol the platform.'

An0ther example he cites is if a workei is t ied
oif and the l ift hds a felatively narrow platiorm
with a h0fizontal side load that is very l0w (s0me
machines can q0 as l0w as 100 p0unds capaciiy)
and i f  he  reaches  over  the  guardra i l  t00  fa f ,
h is  0wn we igh t  c0u ld  t ip  the  mach ine  0ver .
And because that operaiof is t ied off, he colld
literally g0 oui 0f the l i l t and have the machine
fa l lon  top  o f  h im.

Ult,matply l le A!!Pl would lrke r'reie t0 0e d
un i fo im s tandard  tha t  the  wh0 le  indus t ry  can
ab ide  t0 .  A t  th is  t ime,  n0  s ta te  has  a  spec i f i c
requirement bey0nd the ANSI/0SHA fegulati0ns
regard ing  ihe  use  0 f  a  harness  and lanydrd .
Gfoat says it is within the realm 0f possibil i t ies
thai a si6te mandate its 0|1/n unique regulations
0n har fess  use ,  espec ia l l y  i f  percept i0n  q f0ws
that use with sciss0r l i l ts is appr0priate.

"The des i re  i s  t0  de f ine  what  the  indus t ry
siandard is that wil l best pfotect the 0peratof 0i
aerial platforms," says Groat.

S0 what d0 ihe manufacturers think? Skyjack's
0 i rec t0 r  0 f  Pr0duc t  Safe ty  Brad B0eh ler  i s  in
agreement with AWPT. 'Ulfjmately, 0!r posil i0n
is defrned by what the siandards state afld 0n
sc issor  l i l t s  there  is  no  requ i rement  t0  wea i
a  ha fness ,  as  the  guard fa i l  i s  the  pr imary  fa l l
protection system.'
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He does recognize thal some rental yards dnd
end users require the use 0f harness and lanyard.
l0 that cdse, Skyjack recommends a fall restfaint
harness rather thdn a fallarrest system.

What  about  JLG and 6en ie?  JLG was d t  leas t
ve fy  c lear ,  i t s  spokespers0n te l l ing  .4 iH iha t
i t  requ i fes  the  use  0 f  a  fu l l  body  harness  and
lanyard at all t imes, including 10r scissors. When
asked if there yvefe ever excepti0ns. the c0mpany
says Iegafdless, a harness and full b0dy harness
must be worn at allt imes. lt would be fair t0 say
tl 'at JLo wasn l t00 keen 0r lavrng a1 e,(pdn\ive
discussion on its position.

The sens i t i v i t y  0 f  the  issue r , !as  h igh l igh ted
when 0en ie  to ld  I IH  tha t  i t  wds  undb le  t0
0r0vide d resp0nse t0 tl 'e qJestio r 0f !{edrirg a
harness in a scissor in time i0r inclusi0n f0f the
article. l/e hope to report 0n Genie's vlews in 0uf
fiext edition.

Snorke l  s  p0s i t i0n  is  tha t  i t  fo l lows 0SfA
- e q J i r e m e n l s  R  i c  i a ' d  H 0 f f e l m e y e r  ! r f e
p fes ident  0 f  eng ineer ing ,  says  the  0n ly  t ime
a harness  is  requ i red  0n  a  sc issor  i s  when a
partic!lar site requires it or if there at'e specific
local fequlations.

Meanwhile, the 'Fall Protection N0tice issued
by MtC Aerial Platforms in Califofnia says that
the plaitorrn guardrail system on its sciss0r l i fts
satisfies the fall protecti0n mandate sei by ANSI
A92.61999.
The d0cument feads that if anchorage points

l0 f  lanyard  a t tachments  a re  requ i red  by  s i te
auth0rit ies 0r othet regulati0ns, they should be
used l0r work positi0ning festraint 0nly within
ihe platlorm.

' ' ! ! i th  my p f0duc t  l recommend n0t  hav ing
safe ty  ha fnesses  0n , '  says  Steve | ( i ss inger ,
p res ident  and CE0 0 f  Cus t0m tqu ipment .  ' l th ink

they restrict y0u. With a fully enclosed cage, I
leelthe opefatofs dre safe."

(issingef is all in favor of a uniform standafd.
He says ihere ire a lot 0f diffefences in ihe ANSI,
CE, and 0ther regulations tsnd that it would be a
benefit t0 all the manufacturers i i the standafds
! {e re  un i io rm.  The c0mpany is  in  the  process
fight n0w 0f creating its 0wn salety pf0gfam.

Rentd l  yards  a fe  d iv ided,  as  we l l .  Sunbe l t
Rental's National Salety Direct0r Jeff Stach0widk
says it is company policy t0 wear a hafness and
lanyard  w i th  a  sc iss0r .  "We requ i fe  a l l  Sunbe l t
Team Members  t0  L rse  a  Ju l l  b0dy  harness
and sh0ck  abs0rb ing  lanyard  a t tached t0  the
manulactufer anch0rage p0int at all t imes when
0pera i ing  an  ae f ia l  w0rk  p la t l0 rm,  inc lud inq
sciss0r l i fts and push-ar0und personnel l i l ts."

He says  Sunbe l t  as  a  c0mpany fee ls  iha t
h00kinq t0 the anchoraqe pojni and the use 0f
persondl iall protecti0n 0utweighs 0ther hazards
related t0 the harness and 'anyard.

St. Louis's [ l idwesi Aerial & tquipment 0n the
0ther hand ioll0!,/s 0SHA and d0es n0t require
a  harness  and lanyard .  Accord ing  t0  i t s  Sa le ty
Di rec t0r  Gary  R i ley  the  guardra i l s  0 f fe r  fa l l
p r0 tec t i0n  and hav ing  the  w0rker 's  fee t  f i rm ly
cemented in  the  p la t f0 rm ensure  s tab i l i t y .
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H0wever  he  a ls0  requ i res  I i sk  assessment
before edch job. He leels, l ike AWPT s Gfoat, ihat
a hdrness and lanyard oitentimes wil l give a talse
sense of security f0 lhe uneducated opefat0l

He "who le-hear ted ly "  supp0r ts  the  AWPT
tra in inq  and is  in  the  process  0 f  becominq dn
approved centef thfough the pr0gfam.

Custofi Eqripm€||t snys lt rdrld br a benefit to al,
tha nanufacturar! if the standiads were lrit0fm.

"There are only a le\4 ways t0 fall over the top
0f a pfoperly maintained 42 inch guardrail, and
a scissor l i ft ejecti0n is n0t oOe oi them," says
Riley. "lf the 0perator is wearinq iall affest and
is wil l ing t0 take the unnanaged risk 01 gdining
additi0nal height the real quesii0n rs,'What it he
fa l l s?  i f  yoL  wd, r t  lo  I ' J l y  np lp  na ldge tqese fa t l
hazards, educate y0ur employees with a qualif ied
instruct0f - d0 not trarn them with a l5 minute
v ide0. '  M idwest ' s  t ra in ing  pr0gram hammers
h0me the primafy causes 0f seri0us accidents:
platform stabil ity, eleckical risks, smash p0ints,
and m0re.

1 t  i s  c lea f  tha t  eve fyb0dy  -  mafu fac turers ,
rental companies and othefs - shares the sdme
concerns ab0ut r!0ikei salety. But when it c0mes
io  ihe  issue 0 f  wear ing  harnesses  in  sc iss0rs .
w0uld the cduse 0f worker salety r0t be betief
served if evefyone c0uld aqfee publicly 0n what

ALHwas best?



ANSI releases a new

set of standards for fall

protection eguipment this

Fal l .  Joseph Feldste in ,  a

fall protection specialist

with safety equipment

manufacturer MSA,

reports on the impact

of the standards on the

aerial lift industry.

t a

lF l 'e  Ame (  d1  Na l rond l  S tdrdards 'ns t r t ! te

I  
(ANSt )  w i l l  c0o1 ap0 '0ve  l0 r  DLb l r ra t io l

I  a  s e r i e s  o f  n e w  s  l d  n d a  " d s  l l a t  s e t
fequifements for f6ll pr0tecti0n equipment and
empl0yer training for w0fkers at height. These
standards wil l difectly affect the equipment used
by workers in aerial l i ft devices.

The cur ren i  nd t i0na l  v0 lun tary  consensus
standard for personal fail arfest equipment used
in  qenera l  indus t ry  i s  ANSI  2359 l -1992(R1999)
" I l in imu m Sa fe ty  Requ i rements
lo r  Persona l  Fa l l  A f fes t  Sys tems,
Subsys  lem s  and Components .
A found June,  a  new ser ies  o f  ia l l
p  r o t  e c  t  i o n  s t a n d a f d s  w i l l  b e
released ihat become effective on
0ctobef 15,2007 {see sidebaf).

Eq!  ipment  requ i fements  have
been expdnded now to include wofk
p0s i t i0n ing  and res t ra in t ,  as  we l l
as lall arfest. The expanded scope
contaifs specificatrons f0r strength
and performance thai afe c0nsistent
dcross the family of standards.

lmpof tan t  changes in  equ ipmeni
des ign  a f ld  tes t ing  inc l !  de  the
follo\ding:
) Gate strength for allsnaphook

and cafabiner connectors
will increase to 3,600 lbl. a
ten-fold increase over current
requrrementS,

t lwrn-leg lanyards vvil l  be tested
to resisi a 5,0001bf static load
at the pojnt ol connection
between the two legs, ind

t Full body harnesses with ffontal

attachment points l ' ! i l l  now be rated for
l imited iall arrest. u0 t0 a 2 feet kee lall and d
900 lbf maximum arfest lorce

The importance of
connector gate strength
- ' re  f i rs t  imp '0vemenl  i r  conrec tor  des ,qn
0ccurred in the ANSi 2359.11992 standard with
the requirement ior sell 'closif lq and self-l0cking
c0nnect0rs .  Cur ren t  des i0ns  0 f  s f laDh00ks  0n

fd l l  p ro tec t ion  lanyards  grea t ly
reduce the potential l0r accide0tal
d isengag ement ,  o r  " ro l l  ou t . "
However, the gate of the snaphook
o r  c a r a b i n e r  h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y
been the weakest point if the fall
protection sysiem.

In  some app l ica t ions ,  inc lu  d  i f  q
t ie -0 f f  in  aer ia l  l i f t  dev ices ,  the
compatibil i ty 0f the snaph0ok with
the anchoiage connector must be
cdrefully evaluated t0 ensure that
the  ga te  o f  the  snaphook cannot
be  loaded in  such a  way tha t
pressure on the gate could cause
the mechanism to be lofced opei' l
i f a lall.

The new s tandards  w i l l  fequ i re
snaphooks  and cara  b  ine fs  to
$/ithstand a static load ol 3.600
lb f ,  o r  tw ice  the  max imum loads
permitted in a iall arfest system.
Ih is  Iv i l l  ensure  tha t  the  en t i re
fall pfotecti0n system will have at
least a 2l factof of sdfety at each
element in the system exposed to
polential f all drrest lorces.

-c&t
[@'*''*-
t[u!'-

The increased strength 01 the gate mechanism
in snaphooks and cafabiners wil l:
t Sigfif icantly reduce the poieniialfor

accrdental disengagement of the fall
protection system, and

t Provide qreater latitude in making compatible
connectrons.

w i th  the  h iqhef  ga te  s t fenqth  snaphooks  and
carab iners  can n0w be a t tached to  a  var ie ty
0 f  anchorage c0nrec t ing  means tha t  \4ere
p fev i0us iy  a0 t  c0mpat ib le  due t0  the i r  s ize  0 f
shape. Please note in the pictufe ab0ve that th€
strength ol ihe anch0r and anchorage con0ect0f
must  s t i l l  meet  the  requ i rement  f0 r  5 ,000 lb f
tensile strength (0r tw0 times the maximum l0ad,
when cer t i l i ed)  as  descr ibed in  ANSI  s tandards
and osfA fequlation.

li€-otl only lo th..nctlor poida ldontified by tl|e
manda.lur.r ol tlre llft.
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IN DETAIL
The rer standa.& rill b.:
t 2359.0 - DethltioN dtd l{oncnclrture

Used lor F.ll P.ot.ction r||d Fall liresl
t 2359.1 - Salety Re$irenlnli tor Prrsond

Fall Ar.esl Stslemi, Subryste r and
ComDonalts

t 2359.2 - fhh{n nc{ukernentr tor .
Comp.€h.nilv. l{atrqed FaU Proiection
Prodaanr

t 2359.3 - Sihty Requlr€ir.rir lot
Posiliorinq rDd Trryel Reitr.hl Sysl.n5

) 2359.4 - S.fcty RGqoheirmls tor
lssiitcd i?lcue r slll.l.3dlr Syrt.n:,
Suisvstems a Conpomnls

T  w i n - l e g  l a n y d r d s , l r e  i m p 0 r t J n t  s a f e t y
c0m00nents  tha t  a re  w ide lv  used in  aer ia l
l i fts wiih large plaifofms. The twin-leg lanyard
enables wofkers to maintain 100% tie 0f1 while
m0vinq laterallV t0 points 0l dnch0r \4ithin the
p ia t f0 rm.  The increased tes t ing  fequ i red  f0 r
tw in  leq  lanyards  w i l l  ensure  tha t  the  s t fenq ih
0f these lanyafds wil l be sutl icient to withstand
hiqh impact loads at a junction which has been
demonst ra ted  t0  be  a  po ten t ia l  weak p0 i r t  on
some twin-leg desiqns.

lmpr0vements in the sirenqth and perf0rmance
0l pefsonal protective equipment d0 f0t eliminate

ldn.lo! l yards are lnportrnt iil.ly cdrpd|.ots
that e f,Fely |lsed h aeri.l lilti rilh la.go plitforml.

the need t0 exercise care in making c0nnections
in aefial l i ft devices. S0me imp0rtant guidelines
rflctu0e:
) I ie'ofl only to the anchor pojflts identif ied by

the manriaciurer of the l i i l
t  Read and heed all labels dnd instructions

provided by the manufacturer{s) 0f the
pers0nal fall protection eq!ipment,

t F0ll0w all safety rules and pr0cedures in
y0ur empl0yer's progfam for safe use 0J
aerial l i l t  devices. These generally inciude
the pr0hibit i0n against standing on the
mid-fail or top rail ol the l ift and

maintdininq apploved connection with the
iall pf0tection syslem at all t imes when
working at height.

The release 0f new standards for fdll protection
equrpment c0incides with similar impf0vements
rn  t1e  desrg l  0 l  la l l  0 r0 lec l ;0 r  d r rh0rdqes  r r
modefn aerial l i ft devices. The qeneralconsensus
0 ' b p s i  p r a ( t r f e  r n  l n e  n d u 5 l . )  e m p h d ( i 1 p \
fa l l  fes t ra i f t  w i th in  the  aer ia l  w0rk  p la i f0 fm
when working al0il. Reskaint systems limit the
0pera t0r ' s  m0vemenis  t0  a  p0 i f t  whefe  the
person s  cer  Ie r  0 f  nd(s  rp" ld in \  be low lhe  top
rail 0f the l ift platform or basket.

| !henever  poss ib le ,  se lec t  i  fa l l  p r0 tec t ion
sys tem tha t  enab les  the  0pera l0 r  t0  per io rm
the i f  du t ies  wh i le  t ied-0 f f  to  a  su i tab le  anchor
wi th in  the  work  p la t f0 fm,  bu t  wh ich  p fevents
the  person 1r0m fa l l ing  0u ts ide  the  aer ia l  l i f t
device. As a general rule, if the operator must
perf0rm r10rk 0!tside ihe confines of the aerial
l i ft platfOfm, they sh0uld be l ied-olf t0 a separate
fa l l  a f fes t  anch0r  l0ca ted  0n  an  appr0ved
structufal member, n0t t0 the aefidl l i i t  device.

ln c0nclusi0f, new ANSI salety standards wil l
p f0v ide  w0fkers  in  ae f ia l  l i i t  dev ices  w i th  fa l l
p[0tecti0n equipmeni that meets higher skength
and perf0rmance requifements than ever betofe.
T0 0btain copies 0r iniormati0r about the nea
A N 5  7 1 5 a  s l 6 1 1 6 1 1 5  ( 0 1 t d c t  t f e  A ^ 1 e r r c a 1
Society of Safety tngineers. ALH
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GUEST C0LUI{t'!
"Fal l" Prot6crloa Glvca a [ l iElEBding lmpression
Opotators are nrofo l iksly to 116 cotdpullcd or thrown lrom the pldlforn -

Tin Whiieman b lhe menaging dit6cto: of lne
ittlantatt?fial pawer9d A;cess Federal.ion
(IPAF) aad bi0$rJ6 l al Aetial Wo:'k Flatft:srn't
Tailng, h1E. ThE foilxwng Leftetto lhe Eddrt"
is /r rcsDonse io s iall far toEifs and c/l.sti/s"$/o
polnls lor the rpJ6nli '?g SAF-T Coneerence,
wtiith v/ill be llplC J,-tlt' 2) at the flyatt R6gertc:
Long Eo$ch ln Lorg Beerh, Calif i,nn6Cidi*li
follcv(itlg tht Sca{fald lndui;tr,/ /\ ssociallor--'.r
3Sth Annual O.Jnrdilioi'r 8fllJ ExDositiDr.

June 6. 2007 - 'Fa I Drotec:ion" has becomo
the estebl s16d te'rn a$$ogialed with the ljse o
harnesses afid lanyards on atsflai lifts. Over ih(
last few vesrs. the lnle'rational PovJered

Access Federaiion end ils Nonf Amefica"r subsidiary, Aerial V/ork
Pl€tforrn, Inc., have bcon runn ng a worldwoe camoaign reletod to tf,e
propef use of narneoses ard tfe "leed to pfevenl operalors f'om belng
throlvn out ol the platfom Notlce th€l I dic f:oi use the word "fail."

Feople in our industry often ia k about oporatofs fa ling frorr pla:forns.
whicfi gives a very misleading impression of wirat ectually occ-rrs, The fa(
is most aerial tift fatalities are caused by ope!"ators being r:atapulted or
ihrown from the plattorm tising the wold "fall" irr tnis context suggests e
fairly genile eyoni ln whrch the operator might evon be able tc gr€b hoid c
a railinq that corrld savo hls or her li ie. llcwever, th4 roa lly ls (hat rf a
boom-suppoded ft is stuck by a passing veh c e or tips because of
ground subsidence, the vrhiplash ef{€ct will be so dramatic that even if th(
operalor s ho ding the guardrails at the pree se morenl ol the incjdent, h
or she wi l rol be able to retain a grip,

Fo. this reeson, IPAF and AWPT afe inslstent thet operatoE wear'ulr
body harnesses with short lanyards In boom.type platforms- Beiow is the
A\r'/PT Technical Guidance lhat fully explains our positior: it is also
endorsed r'y the Scaffold Industry Association.

As a responsible irdu$try, we should avo d the use of the word 'tali"

whefever possible, as it is so m s eadilg. Inslead, we shouid talk about
the dangers of operators being catapulted or thrown from platforms. Tne
only tirne peopl€ fall from platforms is when they fave climbec ontc tlre
guardDils, which is sometlring the) sl"ould novor do.

AWPT H1 Technical Guldance
Safety Harneeses in Aeriel Work Platforma

BoomSupported Work Platforms {Boom Lifl$), ANSI 492.5, 6nd
Vehicle.Mou|rtod and Towable Work Platforrnr, ANSI A92.2

OS|IA regulations requitc tho occupants o: a bocm lifl to wear persona
fall proteollofi equipment whlle n th6 plat{orrn. l,Vhen working from a
boom.lype aerlal work plat'orm, ir is shong y recdmrnonded that a fuil

Guesl Columns
'Fi l t"  Prot€ctiOn cive6
.  M i3 le .d l ng
ImPr€stlon Oporato.s
B rc  Fc re  l l k : l r  ! a  be
c;rtaDUllaai of :hrown frof l
th': r:l6t'rr1n.
>rnQr4

Floridd crsne Oocrstor
Cert i f lc i t ion Update

clan4 o!rnc|5
fc l l  ar j rncaies

nt la ' r  > lnare

-*- 
t"k.-. t.a"*;;l

Storrn EIf.i(:ncy, snfety I



a ' c  l r r q  i 1 .  c r r i  r po l4n ' l  l l l a
0r l l 'c rrod ra! 1! ' thc
rrgglnqr n. lr ! t  ry r i  f ln
c^r JrBac ln0t"q

H vlng AcreRs to
Lif t ing Pqulpmont l 'JMic.
.1)n'rdclars lnae t l te
clr i r r l . !nc j { : i  r j :  lsev n!
h r r n c  t o  i  n d  w o r t  P y
l-)ay Per-/ ,..1"a'.E

body harness with an adjustable lanyard be used to plo'/ide work restra'n
The lanyard should be adjus:ed to oe as sl'ort as pcssible (and nay ha\'/e
a shock-absorbing secticn, jf perlrlitted by the AWF manufacturer).]

This would include:
. Boom-Supcoded Elovatrng lvork Flatform ANS 492,5
. Vehlcle-Nlounted Elevatirg and Roteting Aeri€l Devices ANSI A92.2

Self-Propelled afld lvlanusliy Fropell6d Elevating Work Platforms
(Scissor Llfts and Vertical Lift6l, ANSI A92.6 and 492.3
It is not ncrnall:/ nocessary for peisonnsl working from self-propelled and
manually prcpelled elovatlng v/ork plalfofms to wear personal fall
protecti0n eqLripment, except when t1e"nanufacturcr recommends the us
of, o'requr.es the use 04, personal fall prolection equiprflont,

Thrs wou d incl|-de,
. Self-Fropelled Elevating Wofk Plalrorms ANSI 492.6
. t\lanually F'ropelleo Elevating hork Plafarms ANSI A9?,3

The neec for a fa I protectior sysieY| Vr'lrl ce :he resu t oi a jo) specific rl5l
analy$ls unrlertakon prior to wDrk stdding and taking lnto consideretign lh
rnanufaGturer's operatorr6 in$t|uo1ions, as tbund in :he operalor's rnanual.

For more delails, go to www ipAi g_Ig or wryW.,Ayp_!,glg.
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